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LREADY -the statisticians ate busily at work
nalysing. the results of the “little general elec-
ion,” and seeking to find in them indications of
ational trends, Such research, though neces-
arily speculative, is often ifluminating. 1In'a
etter; for instance, from Mr. Geoffrey Bing, which
¢ publish on another page, there i3 much which
he Liberal Party can study with profit, if not
vith- enthusiasm, = Moreover, comparison be-
tween the by-election and municipal figures con-
mns the conclusion, which we reached in these

olumns a few weeks ago, that the anti-Socialist
ictory achieved by Lord: Woolton gave no re-
iable indication of how the same electors would
e in a Parliamentary election.”

% In Gravesend it must be remembered that only
ibout half the constituendy was covered by the
funicipal elections, and that the areas not in-
luded were predominandly Conservative. But
h this .qualification the figures remain illu-

minating, .

By-election. ' Municipal.
; 24,6902 - Labour ' 11,466
onservative 23,017 | ;Conservative - 22,852

{ Equally important is the contrast between the
Gallup figures, showing; p_ow péople said they
worild vote if there were¢ an election, and the
ictual results in the thzee by-elections. It .is
lear! that the election campaign itself changed
the minds of many voters, Submiitted to three
weeks of intensive polifical education, thousands
of people seem to have reconsidered their attitude.
When the voters began to reflect on theixr irrita-
fon |at austerity, and to consider seriously the
ility of a Churchill Government, thousands
iem flinched at the prospect. They were pre~
d to express resentment in municipals; but
n brought to the test under the arc lights of
oild publicity, they still found that they pre-
ired Mr. Attlee to Mr, Churchill, ,

\ much can be stated with confidence about
‘Gravesend result.” But to go on from there
it0 draw conclusions from one by-election

LESSON FOR THE TORIES

What mattered at Gravesend was not trends and
tendencies, but victory or defeat. British politics,
with grave injustice to smaller parties, have always
been a contest of heavyweights, and the British
people have treated elections, very wisely, not as
public opinion polls, to be adjudicated on points,
but as contests for power in which the knack-out
is the only satisfactory result, - At Gravesend the
Government knocked the Opposition out of the
ring and regained faith in itself, Once again M.
Churchill, duped by his own magnificent phrases,
found that the working class prefers its bread and
butter t¢o Tory slogans. .

One immediate consequence will be a revival
of the dispute between the Churchillians and the
Reformers inside the Tory Party. ~At Gravesend
the phrases which won the municipals were re-
peated by Mr. Taylor, but with dwindling con-,
fidence as each day passed. Churchillian rhetotic,
so captivating at Westminster, sounds tawdry and
éven unpatriotic’ when measured against the
achigvements of the mineworkers and the steel-
workers, the equality of the rationing system and
the absence of unemployment.

In the inquest which is now taking place on
Lord Woolton’s failure, Mr, Butler and Mr. Mac-
millan will press home their argument that an
educated electorate is entitled to something bettex
than hot air, - Mr, Churchill is the -chief elec-
toral asset of both sides. His personality still
wins votes for a party without a policy, but by
emphasising the absence of policy it provides
the Labour Party with its best talking-point.
Gravesend will confirm thoughtful Tories in the
view that they-can have no hope of office until
Sinbad gets rid of the Grand Old Man of the Sea,

The Struggle in France

Dust still hangs thick over the French political
ayena; it is difficult as yet to discern whether the
strikes will be “settled,” or how much will be left
of Parliamentary democracy in France when the
battle is over. In many respects the conflict con-
forms to a .classical pattern. In conditions of
inflation, acute poverty and food shortage, the
nice balance of Parliamentary parties becomes

increasingly precarious, a would-be dictator finds
wide support among the middle classés, half-
disguised support from the Right, and militant
opposition from the Left—Ilcaving a middle party
of reason and moderation desperately’ seeking a
compromise.  Strikes for - higher ' pay = are
demanded by the! workers, and the Communist
Party, which is in command of the CG.T., is
anxious to make itself the spokesman of econo-
mic demands which increasingly take on a poli-
tical character. = There is no evidence that the
Communists had planned or are trying jto carry
through  a revolution. If Moscow has sent
directives, we do not know what they arte,
It may be Moscow hopes by a revolutionary
policy to forestall American influence in Wes-
tern Burope, butjit is surely obvious that the
policy of a general strike is likely to hue
gressional aid for the Right wing ir
This is inconsistent with the clear inteption of
the Communist Party throughout Eupope to
wreck the Marshall Plan. = A definite leolitical
issue was raised openly by the general strike com-
mittee only when the Government introduced its
draft anti-strike |legislation and xefused the
demand of the C.G.T. that withdrawal of the
Bills should be a ‘condition precedent to further
negotiations on the wage jssue. - With the help of
troops, tanks and teas-gas, a Right-wing Govern-
ment is succeeding in maintaining some essential
services and keeping some trains running.; Empty
pockets and empty bellies seem {to be [leading 10
some return to wotk, and may lead to more; but
there is little evidence that the solidatity of the
strike has been broken, and there isjat least a
possibility that it may.spread to more, non-Com-
munist, unions and also to lead to more serious
bloodshed. M. Schuman seems bent on forcibly
bireaking the suike. Fis anti-strike jegislation,
outdoing the Taft-Hartley Act in drastic penalties
for opposing the right to work, has shocked both
non-Communist elements in the C.G.T[\. and the
Socialist Party, which has been making unsuc-
cessful efforts to persuade the Premier to postpone
his legislation and to make a morc jacceptable
offer to the strikers, Indeed, the Socialist
Minister of Labour, M. Daniel Mayer, appears
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programme Checkmate, Symphomc Variations and
Manm’selle Angot, has no parallel in Emope at pre-
sent, Checkmate seems to have grown in significance
during its long retreat; or perhaps one hds grown
up to it. It i5, in all its elements, a work of great
intelligence and beauty, the most moving, I think,
of Ninette de Valois® ballets.

The young company known as Metropolitan Ballet
has an artistic standaxd which is still some way be-
yond its present powers of realisation.  But it is a
great thmg to have a standard. Expressively, Celia
Franca is easily its best dancer. Sonia Arova and
Paul Gnatt are also valuable member: s, and the fifteen-
year-old Lithuanian ballerina Beresova and the young
Danish dancet Eric Bruhn show great promise. Their
most ambxtxous ballet, The Lovers Gallevy, invented
and designed by Geor ge Kirsta, the artistic duector,
with choreogxaphy by Frank Staff, is 2 most ingenious
and amusing spectacle, but not yet a good ballet.
It was exaspetatmg that Lennox Berkeley’s musxc,
which is interesting and beautiful, did not receive a
better performance. In fact, the musical accompani-
ment of these ballets is the worst I have ever heard.
. They deserve much better.

I can only draw attention in this notice to Ram
. Gopal’s dances at the Prince’s Theatre, which so
. fortunately and’ significantly coincide with the Exhi-
-+ bition of Indian Art at Burlington House. It is there
* that he should be invited to perform. It would be
- an enlightening experience. BERYL DE ZOEIE

. THE MOVIES

| © Shoe-Shine,” at the Rialto
? “It Always Rains on Sunday,” at tiie Odeon

“Abroad ”—how the flavour of that word has
© . gltered! It means the forbidden lands, or for an
i insistent traveller Eire, * Gibraltar, Malta, the
: Bahamas. New books from abroad ? Precious few.

Paintings ? Even fewer. So far as films are con-
. cetned we have yet to feel the stoppage. When it
comes we shall’ discover how far, with the worst of
Hollywood, we are depnvmg ourselves of the best
: from Europe.

Meanwhile Mr. Sam Goldwyn’s The Bishop’s
Wife, after its royal showing, has been packed away
.1 in cold storage—where it might just as well stay—
" and there is a new film from Italy showing at the
¢ Rialto. Like the other Italian films London has seen,
. this one dates from the war. Date, however, in the
fashionable sense, it does not at all. - Again, the slice
of life and the sense of tragedy confront us irre-
sistibly. Do you remembér the children in Open
"City who, after blowing up a train or a munitions

dump, run home to their families to have their ears
warmed? Moveonayearorso. Romeisin the sway
of the Americans; the war still 1ages in Normandy,

-in the Pacific; those same chxldxen or others have

adventured further in lawlessness. They have, many
of them, no home; they shine the shoes of sloping
American Joes; wads of inflated cuirency pass from
hand to hand; a hungry look stamps all faces; dilapi-
dation rules; and the enemy now is the Black Market
—black as ever the blackshirts were. Two such
chﬂdxen, who with their earnings have bought a
horse, : are caught txymg to sell black blankets,
arrested, imprisoned. It is called a reform school,
but itiis a boys’ prison. Separated at once they
occupy different cells (five’to a cell), and the heart-
breaking gang life sets one against the other. Their
fight against corruption ends in a mutual struggle,
They endure frightful miseries, and when at last they
manage to escape, the elder of the two kills the
younger. An accident. A series of such accidents
has taken us.atrociously far from the film’s opening,
in whxch the two boys on horseback race wxldly along
a shade—dappled track outside Rome.

This. film, unsparing in its haxshmss, would be
grim indeed to endure if its conviction were not
matched by its magnificent pity. The realism of
Shoe-Shine is of a kind to make one weep. All the
children (a2 hundred or more of them) are supremely
natural; and script and direction have the forceful
beauty we have come to expect from these renascent
films. Italy suffered more than some countries, but
less than others, from the war.  Perhaps only so
much, or comparatively so little, suffering as theirs
can prove fertile to thé work of art, Cenamly here,
in Shoe-Shme as in Open City and Live in Peace, the
genius seems to reside in the material, the situation.,
All the names in the programme of Shoe-Shine are
new to me. Those of the two boys are Rinaldo
Smordoni ‘and Franco Interlenghi. The director is
Vittorio De Sica.

It Always Rains on Sunday is a good English
thriller with plenty of local colour. Curious that,
in films, our most lyrical glxmpoes of London should
neatly all be associated with crime: curious but not,
I think, so deploxable The chase wonderfully
shaxpens attention, and pxowdes the excuse—like tak-
ing out-a.gun and a dog in the country—for this
particulax walk through Bethnal Greert. A litile low
street where on Sunday (apparently) it can’t help
zammg, sawn-off steeple in the distance; trains pass-
ing roof-high; Petticoat Lane; dance—band leader with
a gramophone shop and a lure for girls; the Hyde
Park marchers, with banner, setting off; boozer and
coffee-stall, dance-hall and youth club; a seedy trio of
thieves; escaped convict; Dad’s game of darts; the
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. Salvation Army across the way chanting “ Tempta-

tion, oh Temptatxpn under a lamp-post; a girl and a
boy in mackintoshes, who have squabbled, making it
up; murder of a “{fence ”’; final chase along dark, wet
streets and in and out among the sidings. A damp,
fresh litte lyric atiout a neighbourhood that may have
seemed remote to) those living at the other end of the
bus route. If the crime and passion are spurious,
they throw everyday surroundings into more vivid
relief than would) pxobably, that district visitor, the
documentary. Gpod inconspicuous acting from a
large cast; director, Robert Hamer, who has used
his camera and his wits with 'appxeciation

May I indicate to our film-makers a region just to
the north-west of Bethnal Green that, with another
century’s look and. a life of its own, should prove even

mote photogenic ?
roads and squaze
trees, an occasiona

Under a wide sky sit the trim
5, a canal-side, gardens, factories,
1 extravagance in Gothic. The un-

likely name of thxs neighbourhood is De Beauvoir

Town,

Wiriam WHITEBAIY

RADIO NOTES

N EW arts demand new words, and in its short day
the radio has given us many, not always' beautiful.
Seeking during the last few weeks to compound a
necessary word that should be at once inoffensive
in sound, clear in meaning and traditional’in forma-
tion, I have met with a philological dxfﬁculty The
transitive Latin verb ausculiare, 10 listen t0, hearken
to, give ear to, ptoduces in English the two verbs
“to auscult” (m‘re) and “to aunscultate,” ithe latter
being familiar in medicine. Normally I would not
wish to have truck with such words; the wireless I
would either listen to, or switch off, It was some
such word as inauscultable or inauscultatable that I
wanted, After car eful consideration of the rival claims
of medicine and radio, I ventute to suggest that in-
auscultatable be reserved for those organs|inaudible
even to the stethuscope, and that mausculmble be
dedicated to such radio-programmes as Paradise Lost,
which has now been going on for seven weeks, and
hag been more or less unlistenable-to from the very
start. .
Week after weelk. we have had' that supetlatively
vacuous musical introduction; to it the tones of the
organ have 1ecent1y been added. . WeeK aftel week
we have had the voxce of M. Dylan Thomas coming
up like thunder on! the road to Mandalay; f zaxely can
such gusty intakes of breath have passed across the
ether. Week aftet week a number of distinguished
actors have been p_etsuaded to damage their xepuia-
tions by crazy semi-dramatisations of the characters
in the poem. Week after week Mr. Abraham Sofaer

Wavy Navy
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has striven to maintain over whole quarters of an
hour tones of an intensity neither desirable fior sup-
poitable. I do not wonder that towatd the end of
some sessions he has given the nnptessmn of havmé
Jost the thread of the argument and of emphasxsmg
quite arbitrary words to keep up his own interest.
But for once I do not feel much blame attaches to
the actogs, and on occasion—Miss Martita Hunt’s
Sin, for example, and Mx. Robert Hazris’s Adam—
they have been very moving; it is the whole thing
that seems to| be wiong, It leads one to wonder
exactly how miich trial-and-error work, if any, is done
at the mike before the Third commits us and itself
10 these curtoys large-scale ventures. The broadcasts
of The Prelude are much better devised; we are given
adequately long selections from the poem; and these
are mterspexS’d with excellent talks about various
problems which it zaises. So far we have heard Mr.
Herbert Read; Miss Helen Darbishire, Mr. Geoffrey
Grigson and Mr. Stephen Potter. It was particularly
sensible to include Mr. Grigson, not only for his
valuable knowledge of the scenery of the poem, but
for his sensitive querying of ceitain of our traditional
easy-going acceptances of much in Wozdswotth that
he finds dubious. - With Milton stx,ll the subject of
acrimonious debate, there was admitable oppottunity
for similar treatment. At the risk of being thought
the literary equivalent of a Fascist beast, I will suggest
that Paradise Lost itself suffers gre;atly from mono-
tony and from a deficiency of interesting and varied
action, which one puts up with more readily off the
air than on. The promoters have at last realised that
substantial cutting will do no harm. | So what do they
cut?  All those exquisite, absurd descnpuons of the
details of the Creation, the vegetation, the fishes and
50 on, which fall on the ear with!such enchantmg
relief - among so much that is unendingly vague and
unvisioned.;

Not that Milton’s natural histoty is any dottier
than the zeal thing; for immediately after last week’s
reduced ration of Milton, we had Professor ¥aldane
talking irresistibly about “Nature and Nurture,”
which are his terms for heredity dnd environment.,
I can always listen with extreme pléasuxe as he chats
on.and on ébout the behaviour of rats, wheat, humans,
carnations, rﬂxes, etc. He is a model bxoadcastex, in-
dividual but without affectation or manperism. I was

. again reminded of Milton in the a'daptanon of Mr.
Somerset Maughams “Narrow Corner” the other
night. Cax_1 anyone since Milton have been so sus-
picious of Woman as Mr. Maugham ? Miltonic or
not, the low, sordid intrigue came very well over
the air, and there was a performam.e by Mr. Arthur
Sinclair of astonishing dimensions. The whole broad-

! HENRY REED

¢ast was eminently auscultable.

Carmsp@ndence

THE GREAT DEBATE

SIr,—Next to the spectacle of the Liberal Paxty’s
unremitting efforts to stage the mifacle of the re-
surrection by the methods of Coué, I think the saddest
sight in politics is that presented by my friends
Léonard Woolf and Dick Crossman in tzying to make
the ghost of the Western Bloc walk again, long after
the body of that doctrine has been taken over by
Messrs, Marshall, Bevin and Co. My friends see
as clearly as I do that the world is being divided up
into two blocs and that that will ultimately lead to a
third world war, But their remedy is to try to create
a third bloc mdependent of both the othex two ! The
Togic of their position is that the third world war is
well nigh inevitable and we must concentrdte on stay-
mg neutral when it breaks out. T believe on the
contrary that wé can prevent thé next world war, but
cannot stay out if we fail.

The psychological basis of their position seems to
be a phobia abott the Soviet Union and the Com-
munist Parties of Europe (who by this time are most
of the effective trade unions and political leadership
of most of Europe, either alone or in conjunction with
Socialists; as for instance, in Czechoslovakia, Hun-
gary, Italy, Poland and Rumania) almdst as strong as
that of Truman, Churchill and Bevin but inhibited,
as is not the cise with them, by a lingering belief
in the internationa] aims on which the Labour Party
won the General Election.’

I believe the Left and the Right are both more
realistic about the facts of public life than my wish-
ful-thinking friends in the middle. Thus I agree with
much of Mr. W. N, Ewer’s case demolishing Mz,
Leonard Woolf’s pamphlet, and I think Mr. Christo-
pher Buckley in your last issue has shown up the
utter unreality of Mr. Crossman’s pathetic faith in a
West European Bloc that. would be anything else
than what My, Marshall and Mr. Bevin are making
it at present; namely a bridgehead for the American
holy war against the European working class, trying
to make Europe safe for Wall Street in the guise of
rescuing. it from Communism. At one time the
Waoolf-Crossman-Cole school were eloquent about
this West European Bloc¢ being run by Social Demo-
crats. With the French Socialists all too obviously
treading the same road as their inglorious pre-war
German foreébears and clinging to that French com-
bination of von Papen and Dr. Schacht, M. Robert
Schuman, whete they are not directly allied with de
Gaulle’s’ bravos, my friends have at least ceased to
importune us with talk about the West European
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Social Democrats as a “Third Force” But they
seem .quite prepared to do .on an international scale
what the French Socialists have already done at home,
namely to accept a Marshall! Plan West Europe 1un
by ‘General de Gaulle and his polmcal equivalents
in Italy as the independent: West Europcan Social
Democratic bloc of their dreams.

So far as I am concerned r.hxs letter is my declara-
tion of war against this whole phoney Left school in
foreign policy. I have forborne from attacking them
for a long time, hoping that the march of events would
reveal their errors to them. !But the time has come
to say clearly that thosé who jtake the present Woolf-
Ctossman—Cole line offer no true altexnative 10 the

Oveliitnent’s policy of subservience to' the United *
States, which means ultithately capitulation o
Amerijcan capitalism and support of near-Fascism in
Western Europe as we arelalready doing in Greece.
The only policy that is in accordance with the Labour |
Party’s election pledges and that will put an end |
to the division of the wozld into two blocs is the one
sumimed. up in the foﬂowmg ‘propositions : -

(1) No unification of Europe without the Soviet
Union. That means implementing the Labour Party’s
pledge to make the Anglo-Sovxet Alliance the basis for
co-opexatxon Between our two countries after. the war.
In practice that mieans reviging and strengthening the
Alliance and making it adud the Anglo-French and
the Franco-Soviet- Alliances the basis for an all-
European 1egional agreement within the United
Nations., This agreement might well include a West
European sub-division’ going. most of the way toward
federation. - But the latter.could be formed only as
part and parcel of an all-European agreement with
the Soviet Union,

The fifst step in that agreement might well be the
conglusion of a commercial treaty with the U.S.SR.
as well as with Poland, Yugoslavia and Czechoslo-
vakia, We should be prepared to go all the way to
the co-ordination of our national planning with the
countries of Eastern Europe and the U.S.S R., match-
ing their production targets and export programmes
with ours, and we should|put as much enetgy and
goodwill into secking such agreements as we have
hitherto put into excluswe co-operation with the
United States,

(2) No democracy in Euxope without Secialism. We
should act on the Laboutr Party’s declared official
view that Socialism is esséntial to the attainment of /
our international aims and notably to successful
economic reconstruction, to rémoving Fascism a
all forms of political tyranny and to :promoting 1l
spread of democracy and political freedom. If
act on that view as well as on Mz, Attlee’s statemeia
in the House on November 18 of last year, tha
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““most endur)'ng of
good fobacco”™

"Durxng the course of my duties wzth !he
British Military Mission to Greece, I in-
spected a village which had been razed to
the gtound. In one of the mud dwellings
g I espied. Punc

bowle . .. as cool and fresh as ever . .|. yet
another instance where Burneys Has proved
nself the rriost cna'urmg of good tobacco.*’
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e G
Barneys (medium), Punchbowle (full),
Parsons Pleasure (mild). 4/l theoz. ca.

Pain_goes by a lot of names; ‘yet there's
ONE word which scands for pain refief—
that word Is ‘ASPRO’. - THE W
FAME OF ‘ASPRO’ as a pain relidver
is-due to the simple fact that when someona
SASPRO’ to stop his paln, he experl-
ences a wonderful soothing action—he
finds that THE PAIN GOES,
this simple instance a miilion times and
you find the, explanacion Xisthe wotld-wide

{pain- rellevmg) nctlon makes- it easy for
Nature to tackle the cause of the pain, for
‘ASPRO’ werks in a natural way—Iit does
not harm the heart or stomath
—it does not create a habit.

and DONT 5 UFFER

Mrs. Smy, 3, Planta-
Read th's * tion Place, Melton,
writes :.—1 would not be without

“ASPRO’ as they always do me good.
We always go to them when we have
bad colds. They are the only things
that do me good.

Multiply

PRO’ analgesic
afford, to the Secretary.

MADE BY ASPRO LIMITED,
SLOUGH, BUCKS

with a2 malignant disease that is among
the most dieaded :ehemies of mankind,
and send a gift, as much as you can,
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Company Meeting
FURNESS, WITHY & CO.

PROBLEM OF SHIPBUILDING COSTS
This: Christ- -

. The . Bfty-sixth annual geveral meeting of
mastide | purness, Withy and Co., Ytd., was held on :
please think

December 2nd in Londoti
Sir Erpest- H. Murrant, X.C.M 6., M.B.E.
ofthe patients
in The Royal

the chauman, in the course of his speecl
said: “In view of the unavoidable delay in
tiie presentation of the accounds your direé:
tors adopted the unusual course of declaring

Cancer Hos- | the dividend on the Ordinary Stock at the .
. . time that stockholders would normally leok
pital, visited { for it. Accordingly a dividend of 8 per cent

pet annum, less tax, was paid on Sebtemher

i7th.  After making full provision for tu
Yion in the United Kingdom and abeds
there is a total eredit balance of £1,033,9
Your directors make the following i€go!
menda'mons —That £142,056 be plovndexl Jot
the inauguration of a pension fund for e
ployees in the U.S.A.; that £100,000 be tyang
ferred to deferred 1epazzs acvoxmt~ th:
£260,000 be set aside for deprocmtlon and
that £33,968 be transferred to Fleet Replace-
ment_account.

* Most people. will have read a series of
statements in receitt months regarding the
excessive costs and delays invelved in
building new ships. It is a matier about
which one cannot afford to be indifférent,
‘Ship-owners do not want to have their
dustry ruined by high prices for new ships
any more than shipbuilders want to have
~-industry ruined by . the absence
grdels for the same reason. Bubt only -
ustries which can make, sell and consume
their products on & short-term basis can
go on mdeﬁmtely absorbing ever-inereasing
costs and passing them on to the user or
consumer.,

The report was adopted.
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